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Welcome and Announcements
Dean David Hester


Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary

Invocation
Cindy Guertin
*Celebrate All Human Beauty
Shirley Erena Murray*

Ode To Joy
Celebrate all human beauty, caught in color, form and face,

celebrate the human body, made to move with speed and grace,

celebrate the human spirit, leaping high to reach a goal,

celebrate our Maker’s wisdom, crafting body, mind, and soul.

Celebrate our own endeavors to achieve and to arrive

over handicap and hurdle when against ourselves we strive,

iron will and summoned courage sweeping obstacles aside,

working out our inner conflict to acquit ourselves with pride

Loving memory speaks a language universal, sensed and known;

in the sharing of remembrance new community is grown,

friendship found in common focus, effort turned to common goal,

honoring our Maker’s purpose:  Life in body, mind and soul.
Words of Celebration and Remembrance
Heather Thiessen

Tina Baker

Prayer for Remembrance

Dawn Wilson

Litany of Remembrance for the Dead

Celebrants will come forward in pairs; one will read the names of people killed during the past year in acts of anti- transgender violence, while another lights a candle for each life.  When these names have been read, there will be a time for members of the assembly to come forward and light a candle for someone not yet named, if they choose.  At that time, they may choose to name the person out loud, or silently.

one
It is hard to sing of oneness when our world is not complete, 

all
when those who once brought wholeness to our life have gone, and naught but memory can fill the emptiness their passing leaves behind.


Reading of names and lighting of candles
one
But memory can tell us only what we were, in company with those we loved; 

all
it cannot help us find what each of us, alone, must now become.


Reading of names and lighting of candles
one
Yet no one is really alone; 

all
those who live no more, echo still within our thoughts and words, and what they did is part of what we have become.


Reading of names and lighting of candles
one
We do best homage to our dead 

all
when we live our lives most fully, even in the shadow of our loss.

Reading of names and lighting of candles
one
For each of our lives is worth the life of the whole world; 

all
in each one is the breath of the Ultimate One.  


We invite the assembled group to remember, aloud or in silence, others not yet named.
all
In affirming the One, we affirm the worth of each one whose life, now ended, brought us closer to the Source of life, in whose unity no one is alone and every life finds purpose.

*We Light a Candle for Life
Shirley Erena Murray

Amazing Grace
We light a candle for a life, 

and bring to God a name,

and ask that what we pledge to do

may keep alive this flame.

While mercy dies and evil lives

and torture is a sport

and conscience costs a prison cell

and justice goes for naught –

The candle burns, but not for us,

it burns in hope and pain

for those we failed to save from death,

for pleading done in vain.
We light a candle for a life

and bring to God a name,

and ask that what we pledge to do

may keep alive this flame.

Benediction
Cindy Guertin
*Those who will are invited to stand.

We invite everyone to gather in the Fellowship Hall in the lower level of the chapel following the service for reflection and conversation.
� 	The text of the prayer was composed by Rabbi Reuben Zellman, Congregation Sha’ar Zahav, San Francisco, CA, for the Transgender Day of Remembrance, 2006.  It has been slightly adapted for use in this ecumenical service.  The original text is accessible at � HYPERLINK "http://www.jewishmosaic.org/resources/show_resource/167" ��www.jewishmosaic.org/resources/show_resource/167�.  The full text used here is:





God full of mercy, bless the souls of all who are in our hearts on this Transgender Day of Remembrance.  We call to mind today young and old, of every race, faith, and gender experience, who have died by violence.  We remember those who have died because they would not hide, or did not pass, or did pass, or stood too proud.  Today we name them:  the reluctant activist; the fiery hurler of heels; the warrior for quiet truth; the one whom no one really knew.





As many as we can name, there are thousands more whom we cannot, and for whom no prayers may have been said.  We mourn their senseless deaths, and give thanks for their lives, for their teaching, and for the brief glow of each holy flame.  We pray for the strength to carry on their legacy of vision, bravery, and love.





And as we remember them, we remember with them the thousands more who have taken their own lives.  We pray for resolve to root out the injustice, ignorance, and cruelty that grow despair.  And we pray, God, that all those who perpetrate hate and violence will speedily come to understand that Your creation has many faces, many genders, many holy expressions.





Blessed are they, who have allowed their divine image to shine in the world.





Blessed is God, in whom no light is extinguished.





� 	The Litany of Remembrance incorporates the full text of the meditation “The Blessing of Memory,” found in Gates of Prayer, New Union Prayerbook of the Central Conference of American Rabbis, 1975, p. 625.
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