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Sunday, October 26, 2008
First Unitarian Universalist Church

- 809 South Fourth Street
Louisville, Kentucky



~-----------------------------------------------~

OPENING WORDS - Rev. Kilen Gray
(Dean of Students, Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary (LPTS)
& Pastor of New Mt. Zion Baptist Church)

Every 15 minutes, a woman is subjected to violent abuse at the hands of her
spouse or intimate partner. The shock waves of domestic violence affect
eJ.'eryone in that woman's life, including any children in her household.

SONG - "God of AUPeople Everywhere"
("0 Master, Let Me Walk with Thee")

Jane Parker Huber (lyrics), 2001 and Henry Percy Smith, 1874
Led by Rev. Marian McClure, PhD & Stephen M. Taylor, M.D.

God of all people everywhere, Your love for us is ours to share.
Yet victims suffer cruel blows. And words can kill where power grows.

In the complexities of life, keep us from being numb to strife.
Open our eyes to inner sight. And tune our ears to other's plight.

So when we hear the cries of pain, grant us the grace to be humane.
Grant us the heart to love and care, to be Your presence standing then~:'

CALL TO WORSHIP - Rev. Kilen Gray

AU: We gather today to be in each other's presence as we remember, name
and respond to the violence in our lives, in our families, our places of
worship and onr communities. Let ns walk this way together.

Leader:

People:
Leader:

People:
Leader:

We assemble affirming God's sovereignty and our need for
hwuan dignity ..
We assemble seeking peace and "denouncing violence.
We congregate affinning home and family.
We congregate denouncing domestic violence.
We worship our God who is loving, empowering, and
sensitive to our needs.



OPENING PRAYER -Sr. Larraine Lauter
(Minister of Social Responsibility, Catholic Church of the Epiphany)

God of grace,
You are always working to hold us together,
To heal division,
To make love true and strong.
Send your grace, 0 God,
To the homes in our community where women and men, the young and
the old, live in fear of violence;
To homes that are places of danger and pain,
To homes where there is no peace and love ..
Lead those who live in terror

To a place of quiet,
To a place to rest their weary spirits.
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People:

All:

We worship our God, who equips us to do justice, to
love mercy, and to walk humbly in God's ways.

In the Dame of domestic peace, justice, civility, mutual
respect and family love, we seek divine guidance in
relating to each other.

God of mercy; you hear the voices of children crying.
Send us love enoug.1J.to tu.rn their tears into laughter.
You see terror in the faces of our sisters.

Send us courage enough to turn their fear into hope.
You know the pain, the brokenness, the anger of abusers.
Send us conviction enough to confront and embrace them.
You hear our cries of anguish and ITustration,
Send patience and persistence,
Until all people live in peace, without fear.
We long for that time 0 God.
Amen.



"Faith and Mary" Poem by Mary Sue Barnett
(Theology Teacher at Assumption High School)

Accompanied by Students from Assumption High School
*Faith Hathaway, Age 17
Raped, murdered in 1980, Louisiana
*Mary B)-Ton,Age 21
Raped, assaulted, stalked, murdered in 1993, Ken1ll;cky

INTRODUCTION - Rev. John Gulden
(Pastor of Briargate Presbyterian Church)

Today, we name the dimensions and dynamics of the serious problem of
violence against women. It is all around us. Violence is the root of many
other problems in our society, yet many times, our houses of worship
remain silent. Today, we break the silence. We will name the victims of
abuse and mourn their lost lives. We will share their stories of loss, pain

and alienation, together with their words of hope. We will name those
who are justice-makers in this community.

STORIES OF THOSE AFFECTED - NiP.a Sturn (Executive Directoi;'Women

of Vision and Purpose) & JoAnn Rowan (Community Educator, Center for Women and
Families)

Let us listen now to words of women and enter into their experience even
as we also bring our own painful memories. By touching our pain, by
breaking the silence with our stories, we can discover the truth. Let us be
in solidarity with our sisters so that together we can build a cOTI1..mu...nity of
resistance a.t1d hope. Knmving t.~etruth ,vill set us :tree for const."',.1ctive
action.

Voice 1 Voice 2 Voice 3

RESPONSE TO THE PAIN

All: We have heard the anguish of those affected by domestic
violence. We have cried out to the God of our mothers and fathers,
but we fear that we have not been heard. The many masks that the



Divine has been given have caused humiliation, guilt, and despair
among women and children. Too often the victims themselves have
been made to feel that they are the cause of the problem. We must
break the silence! We must strip off the masks so that we can live into
the power of justice, healing and hope.

READING - "I Got Flowers Today!" - Rev. Alma Crawford
(pastor, First Unitarian Universaiist Church)

It wasn't my birthday or any other special day;
We had our first argument last night;
And he said a lot of cruel things that really hurt;
I know that he is sorry and didn't mean to say the things he said;
Because he sent me flowers today.

I got flowers today!
It wasn't our anniversary or any other special day;
Last night he threw me into a wall and then started choking me;
It seemed unreal, a nightmare, but you wake up from nightmares;
And I woke up this morning sore and bruised all over - but I know he is sorry'
Because he sent me flowers today. _

I got flowers today!
And it wasn't Valentine's Day or any oth~r special day;
Last night he beat me and threatened to kill me;
Make-up and long sleeves didn't hide the cuts and bruises this time;
I couldn't go to work today because I didn't want anyone to know - but I know he's
sorry;
Because he sent me flowers today.

I got flowers today!
And it wasn't Mother's Day or any other special day;
Last night he beat me again, and it was worse than all the other times;
In leave him, what will I do? How will I take care of the kids? What about money?
I'm afraid of him, but I'm too scared and dependent to leave him! But he must be sorry;
Because he sent me flowers today.

I got flowers today ...
Today was a special day - it was the day of my fimeral;
Last night he killed me;-



If only I would have gathered the courage and strength to leave him;
I could have received help from the Women's Shelter, but I didn't ask for their help;
So I got flowers today - for the last time.

OFFERTORY - Heather Thiessen
(Acting Director, Women's Center at LPTS)

Musical Accompaniment provided by Stephen M. Taylor, M.D.

(Please read the following together at the end of the Offering of Beads.)

ALL: We offer ourselves to you, 0 God our Creator. We offer our
hands. Use healing touch to comfort our sisters, brothers, and
children who are afraid. We offer our eyes and ears. May we see and
hear the signs and stories of violence so that all may have someone
with them in their pain and confusion. We offer ourhearts and our
tears as their hurt and sorrow echo within us. We offer our own

stories of violence. We offer all our skills. Use our gifts to end
violence. We offer our faith, our hope, and our'love.May our
encounters with violence bring us closer to you and to each other.
May our offering of beads be pleasing in your sight. Amen.

CLOSING PRAYER -- "When We Remember Them" by Simcha Kling
Led by Tobu Druker (Adath Jeshuran Temple)

(Please read together the iines shown in bold.)

At the rising of the sun and at its going down we remember them.
At the blowing of the wind and the chill of winter we remember them.

At the opening of the buds and the rebirth of spring we remember them.
At the blueness of the skies and in the warmth of summer we

remember them.
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At the rustling of the leaves and in the beauty of autumn we remember
them.

At the beginning of the year and when it ends we remember them.

As long as we live, they too will live; for they are now a part of us, as we
remember them.

When we are weary and in need of strength we remember them.

When we are lost and sick at heart we remember them.

When we have joy we crave to share we remember them.

When we have decisions that are difficult to make we remember them .
\Vhen we have achievements that are based on theirs we remember

them.

As long as we live, they too will live; for they are now a part of us,
as long as we remember them.

We Remember & Celebrate!

CLOSING REMARKS - Rev. Kilen Gray

CLOSING SONG - "Independence Day" by Martina McBride
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We express our deep appreciate the following whopJanned this Service:

This service was organized by LIFTED (Louisville Interfaith Taskforce onthe
Elimination of Domestic Violence)

For more information about LIFTED, contact
Mens Work: eliminating violence against women, inc.

(502)494-9044· ..
PO Box 4878

. Louisville, KY. 40204

Judith Cumbler, Jewish Family and Vocational Services
Rus Ervin Funk, MensWork: elimL.iating violence against women, inc.
Rev. Kilen Gray, LPTS and New.1y.ft. Zion Baptist Church
JoAnnRowan, The Center for Women and Families .
Rosemary Smith, WOrnell Concefus' Committee, Church of the Epiphany
Heather Thiessen, Women's Center at ~PTS .
Rev. Nancy Troy, Presbyterian Church,USA

The Archdiocese. ()f Louisyme;Gath2Jic. G~a1"ities;Centerfor InterfaithR,.elati()ns;
Church of the Epiphany, Women's Concerns COmnlittee; jewish Family and Vocational

Services; Louisville Presbyterian TheoJogicalSeminary; Women's Center of LPTS;
MensWork: eliminating violence against women, inc.; New Mt. Zion Baptist Church

(Shelbyville); Plymouth Congregation Church; P~esbyterians Church (USA); The Center
for Women and FaIl1Jlies;Women of~ision andPurp?se----
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